is sometimes an echo of the imperial tone or Christian bias.

The hymns to Hindu deities thus have a multiple interest for u<
They are striking in the Oriental richness of their diction and preser
the essence of Hindu faith and also a comparison of the Hindu an
Western systems of mythology. In form they are classical, and in spir
romantic. They are marked by metrical variety which adds to thei
musical value. There is in them sustained emotional exaltation, am
they must have been (for the English reader) exotic, yet moving a
poetry.

In the year 1784 The Enchanted Fruit - an antediluvian tale-wa
composed by Jones during his stay in Bihar, and the poem appeared ii
Asiatic Miscellany along with six of his hymns to Hindu deities and ,
Treatise on the Cods of Greece, Italy and India. A literal translation o
twenty tales and fables by Nizami also appeared simultaneously.

The Enchanted Fruit belongs to the strictly Anglo-Indian writing
of Jones and is his longest poem. The time of the action in the poerr
is Dwaparayuga, after the kurukshetra war; and it is about the five
pandavas-Yudhisthira, Bhima, Arjuna, Nakulaand Sahadewa-andtheii
consort, Draupadi.

On a particular day, the five pandavas and their spouse go intc
the forest on a casual wal k. They find at a particular place a low thatched
mansion and a temple of Siva in its vicinity. All go there. Cool breeze
comforts them and flowers of many colours feast the eye. They see a
tree which towers above all other trees and

Aloft a solitary fruit,
Full sixty cubits from the root,
Kiss'd by the breeze. luxuriant hung,
Heroic Arujuna sees the fruit and says -

If you proud fruit be sharp or sweet ;
My shaft its parent stalk shall wound ;
Receive it ere it reach the ground.

An arrow swiftly flies from his bow and shoots down the fruit
instantaneously. As soon as the fruit reaches the ground there is a
sudden flash of lightning and the river Yamuna seems to exceed her
boundaries. Then descends Lord Krishna from the heavens observing
his 'mortal friends':

Not such, as in his earliest years,
Among his wanton cowherd peers,
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